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District 2 Public Health Director Dr. Pamela Logan with District 
Administrator Lisa Hocker on July 24.        Photo by Mark Smith

w i l l  a l s o  b e  o f f e r i n g 
immunizations for students 
during “Meet Your Teacher” 
at the Union County Middle 
School on Aug. 5 from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Also in the meeting, 
Environmental Health Manager 
Mark Jarrett reported several 
potential animal bites.

“ U n d e r  t h e  r a b i e s 
program, we had five bite 
reports, two specimens tested, 
one cat, which was negative, and 
one dog, which was negative,” 
Jarrett said.

T h e  b o a r d  v o t e d 
unanimously to stop purchasing 
i n s u r a n c e  o n  p a c k a g e s 
containing rabies specimens sent 
for examination in cases where 
human exposure is involved. 
Jarrett said the intrinsic value of 
the contents of such a package 
is zero and a claim wouldn’t be 
honored.

Th i s  w i l l  s ave  t he 
department $15 per package. 
Union County is the only county 
in Georgia that has that practice, 
and the shipping agent advised 
against it, Jarrett said.

G e o rg i a  D i s t r i c t  2 
Administrator Lisa Hocker, in 
her financial report, said they 
had just wrapped up the 2018-
2019 fiscal year as of June 30.

“ T h e  f u n d  b a l a n c e 

i s  $ 8 5 8 , 7 5 0 ,  w h i c h  i s 
approximately 11 months of 
operating funds,” said Hocker.

In comparing FY 2018 
to FY 2019, Hocker said that 
total revenues were up by 
$123,972. Expenses were also 
up $62,414, which included 
increased operating expenses, 
plus salaries and benefits.

“Salary and fringe are 
up by $44,274 because we’re 
bringing in what the state is 
giving us for the merit increases 
and the revenues,” Hocker 
said.

Hocke r  po in t ed  ou t 
indications that more people with 
private insurance elected to utilize 
the local Health Department in 
FY 2019, which she said speaks 
to the great customer service and 
the fine job the staff is doing in 
Blairsville.

“So, it’s overall, in my 
opinion, a great financial report 
for the fiscal year, and I appreciate 
all the hard work that goes into 
this by the staff here at the Health 
Department,” Hocker said.

Children Services.
Between July 2018 and 

June 2019, Enotah CASA served 
42 children in Towns and 75 
children in Union County, 
Lonano said.

“We only have one foster 
home in Towns County, so 
unless they go with a relative 
that’s in the area, a lot of them 
get housed outside of Towns 
County,” Lonano said. “That’s 
the kicker. There’s just not 
enough foster homes to keep 
them close to home.”

And it’s the same in Union 
County, she said, estimating that 
about 80% of children that are 
removed from their homes – 
due mostly to parental neglect 
or abuse stemming from drugs 
and alcohol – are relocated to 
foster homes or group homes 
far outside of their home areas, 
which creates huge travel 
problems for everyone.

To clarify, a foster home 
usually consists of a family that 
has gone through foster training 

and has agreed to take over the 
care of a child. A group home is 
more like an orphanage, where 
several children are placed in 
a facility and several trained 
adults care for them.

Simply put ,  the job 
of volunteer CASAs is to 
ensure whatever is best for a 
child, mostly through court 
proceedings, though CASAs 
travel great distances to be with 
their charges, which helps give 
these children a sense of stability 
in their disrupted lives.

CASAs are the only unpaid 
individuals appointed in these 
unfortunate court proceedings 
and are, therefore, motivated 
solely by the best interests of 
children. And because they don’t 
have the caseload of an attorney, 
they have the time to genuinely 
focus on their children.

Furthermore, CASAs 
save their counties hundreds 
of thousands of dollars because 
they replace court-appointed 
attorneys, who must step in 

when CASAs are unavailable 
because there aren’t enough 
volunteers.

Starting Aug. 26, Enotah 
CASA will be hosting classes 
on how to become a CASA 
volunteer. For more information, 
call 706-864-0300.

The nonprofit recently 
announced that its 2019 Dancing 
with North Georgia Stars 
fundraising event will take place 
on Oct. 26 at the Union County 
Schools Fine Arts Center.

Nicole Lonano
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 26, 2019 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

706-400-2574
HEATING & COOLING 

SPECIALIST

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Vintage - Antique - Unique
Seasons Inn Plaza ~ 94 Town Square Plaza ~ 706-530-5005

Amby’s Aic


